North to Alaska by boat
and BMW

Bob Bahrey's trip to Algska started at hiy home in Lombard,
but the “adventure” commenced in Bellingham, Wa., when
he and his BMW model KIHOOLYT boarded a forry boat bound
[far marthern waters,

iy Bob Balrsy

My 5.500-mile motoreyele Alaska adventure began 1o Bellingham,
Washington, at the Alaska Marine Highway lerry werminal on June 20
and ended 18 davs later in Monroe, Washingron, on July 8.

The adventure began painfully, Betore boarding the Alaska Ferry, 1
stopped al & service staton  fop off the gas fank and add air o the
tires, While measuring the tre pressure | touched the hot mutfler with
my hand, 558851 Ouch! A second-degree burn, It was nosw painful
1oy prip the handle
bar for the rest of
M 1he way (o the
lerry terminal in
| Bellinghan. For-

| tunately the next
three days on the
ferry, give the
| wound time to

S

heal,
g The MY Co
LS fenin = i 2l lumbia ferry
No charge to sel up tents on Alaska-bound ferry o0d noeth for

LoD miles o
Haines, AK. Ferry lite consists of socializing, reading, sightzecing,
getting off and on the ferry at towns along the way 1o chack them out.
Dan't be late for the ferry departure time, it will not wait,
Roads and Routes

[disembarked in Haines, Alaska, and rode northwest throogh asmall
part of British Columbia, then the Yukon ‘Termitory, then into Alaska,
where 1 continued northwest to Fairbanks, I'rom there my roune wenl
south, Lo the Denali Mational Pack, then to Anchorage, then o the Kenai
Penninsula, and finally 1o Whittier, on the Gulf of Alaska

There. 1 caught the southbound ferry MV Kennieol o Prince Rupert,
B, and rode east o Prince George, BOC then south (0 Washing lun
Seate, . 1.000 mile route.

This route, the final lee of my adventure, contained some ol
mest beautiful landscapes 1 experienced doving the enfire irip: rain
Forests (with gentle ramn), gentle winding roads, coal mountain wps,
warm deserts and deep river canyons,

Probhabily 95 per cent of the roads 1 traveled wore paved and abeul
A% were under repair. requiring cecasional iravel om the lemporary
oravel surlaces,

Wwinter must be a challenge for Alaskan drivers,

Al the steel guavd rails | saw wers either:

= bent = dented = or broken
Post-Traumatic Stress

During the last leg of my homeward bound (ip from Washinglon
State to Lambard, | had lots of time 1o mall over the adventure just
completed. Then | had a mild anxiety attack,

I finally dawned on me what | had done. Traveling alone on de-
serted roads thraugh desalate wilderness, keing unahle o repair e
bike if 11 had broken down (only Anchorage and Fairbunks have au-
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tharized BMW dealers), unahle to
Lift a fallen bike without help, and
the chance of encountering large
unfriendly wildlife (hears, moose)
etc.. Dortunately, nothing insur-
mountable cccurred, T'm pleased o
have completed the rip, which had
been in the planning stage lor
nearly 3 years,

Breakdown

In Alaska, T stoppued (o pholo-
graph a fertilizer manufacluring
plaot and an ail refinery, despile
signs indicating thal stopping is
prichibived. A sceurity guard
wagged her linger al e and indi-
cated Lo me 1o mave an,

[ usually turn off the engine when Tstep for photes, then restart the
engine and move on. This fime the engine slarter was “dead”. Panic
Timie, ina violadon zone. [ weni throwgh the complete start cvcle sev
eral times befove the engine Anally canghl and stacted,

Eventually, several days later, aller expericncing several similar un
successtul siarts, 1 discovered thal he suley switch on underside of
the frame conrralled by the side stund had beceme coated with dried
road mud which prevented the switch lrom “closing” sometimes.
Tip-Overs

| ripped the bike over bwice oo the wip, both times at nearly zero
spead. and neither Ame was T hael,

Umne tip-over oceuarred when 1 lost my footing on a sloped, can-
somkeil, oravel packing ol at a motel,

This fall sheered the vight pannier aluminum tageeners from their
munling lardware, and also it popped the tght side sew mrroar o

comtinwed on follewing page

Getting a tow g a sfippery, soft
Fiild
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ol il retainers, Fortunately the mote] was right neat door e a hard-
ware store, where 1 bought a pop rivet gun to replace the aluminum
rivels tore-mount the pannier brackets. I taped the rear view mirror
tugether with hlack elecirical tape.

The: second fall occurred on a steep uphill sofl dirl road,

The rear wheel lost traction during the slow climby, spun oul and the
hike lipped over, After righting the bike with help Mrom another per-
e, (Teannot 11t the Y00 b loaded bike alone) T was “lowed™ uphill 1
few himdred feer until we reached level road and proceeded an my
Wiy,

Anxious moments

lhac a Garmin Zumo 550 GPS mounted wothe motoreyale, bur sas
stations oecasionally did not exist where indicated by the GP'S. This
caused several anxious moements, For instance, al one poinl on (he
Irip, the GPS indicated that there were gas stations al 60 and 120 miles
dowwn the road. Partially WRONG! The stations were there, il were
closeld and our of business. Anyway, T did make it o that nest station
with abour 47 gallon remaining in the tank. [ still lad the spare gallon
in the pannier,

Scariest part

Riding the Whittier tunnel passage, to the southbound Alaska (erry,
wik the seariest part of my entire trip, This lunnel conneeis the porl
city o Whittier on Prince William Sound to the Seward Highwry and
South-central Alaska, Originally built as availroad tonmnel during World
War T1, it opened to vehicular traffic in 2000, and consists of o wel,
dimly lighted 2 % mile single-lane road with a pair of raiload ircks
dvwn the middle. Cars and wocks straddle the tracks and motoreyeles
ride belween them, .

Here™s the scary part. The pavement is serrated, (grooved) with the
grooves parallel 1o the direction of twavel. And they re just e righl
dueptbe amd wichih 1o ser my front Lire hunting, weaving back and Forth
i an out el and on lopof the proaves, requiring continual vigilance
stay away foom the rails, My K10 has soft steering, it does nol re-
spand quickly. Tdid no fall, b
appacently there have heen some
falls in e pasl hesase a pick
up tuck Gellowed our group of
motoreyelists through the mmnel
to help pick up those whin may
Fafl. None did on thal exeursion,
Wildlife and Sightsecing

Most of the wildlife T saw
while on commmercial lours,

O atowr hoat, departing from
Seward, AR, we saw whales, sea
lions, walrus, porpoise, and g
myriad of aquatic birds. A pla-
cier “calved”™ while we viewed
it frean the lour boal abour 4
mile away,

Seward is namcd afler Will-
fam Seward, ong of Tresident
Lingeln’s cubinet members who
advocated the purchase of
Alaska lrom Ruossia in 1867, It
hecame koow as “Seward’s Folly™ or “Seward’s Techox™. There iy
nothing foolish about it now,

Cnoa rour bus in Denali National Park, we saw brvsn bear (adkda
Girizzly beary, caribou, moose, [, gray woll, Dall Sheep which have
large spiral shaped horns, and the Amcrican bald cagle,

Twr-mile tunnel to Whigtier,
Alaska, supplied fhe frip’s scariest
THOTHETLN.

Ay DEICYN BEYVR I

Eagles mate For life, and every vear return to the same nest, whick

[are buill el slicks and twigs and can weigh up to G000 ks, Bagles eye:

havve two [ocal poinls, one e distance and one far close range focus
ing v bath simulianeeosly, giving them extraotdinary vision and 3
slrong advanlage as a hind of prey.

Communications

My T-Mobile cellular phone was 94 5% useless on most of the trip,
Onlby in mugjer population areas was a signal recerved, Le. Anchorage,
Wasilla (Governor Sarah Palin's home town), Dairbanks, Homer {very
woak ), and Seward Cvary weak ). Prior to the trip, Linguired about rent
inga M Ralellite Telephone™ which works everywhere on rarth. The cost
wis ahonl 500 For 2 oweeks, so mixed that idea.

Costs

Totul averame daily cost including Food, fuel, lodeing, tours, tunnel
Tew, and ferey was approsimately 5170 per day,

Fucl: 11e 1 154 per mile hased upon an average ol 40 mpe and 93
vctane Tuel selling Tor aboud $4,75/zallon in Alaska and about 51.61)
per liler {56 per gallom) in British Columbia,

Fuound: three adequate (nof fancy ) meals 1o family restaurants at about
35 10 B per day, including tip and tax,

Lanlging: tunling om the ferry hoar sun deck, no charge; tenting in
camnparounds, S0 w0 $20; hostel, $20 10 $35 motel, 590 w0 $ 144,

Aluska Marine Ferry: 51,700 round teip, 1,000 miles each way for
maloreyele Iransport and deck slesping in my own sleeping bag and
air mallress.

Commercial four boat ant af Seaard, Kenad Peoimsula; %1335 for 6
liowrs on e waler including @ complete very good Salmon dinner, |
gotnildly seasick and found ot afterwards thar sugared ginger helps
alleviale scasick symptoms.

Comumercial war bus in Denali Mational Park cost $90 Tor 8 hour
Lowr and snack supper. No private vehicles are allowed on Denali roads,

Occasional snacks purchuscd in Tood stores cost abour S0%: more in
Alaska because almost everylhing is fransporied there thousands of
miles from the lower 48 via semi truck, harges, airplanas and train
Molorcycle equipment and supplics

[ brought with me on the Bike, over 100 flems including tools, tire
repair kit 12 VDO aie pumg, spare light balhs, tape. frst aid kic, hy-
giene kit clothing and carping cyuipment v temperatores of 20°7 @
327 K, snacks, camera, maps and GPS,

I you're considering a motoreyele rip do Alaska For The fivsr time, |
will be pleased 1o Ly o answer your questions,

Bob Balwey Bahrevboli@ aol.com
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